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The Second Half:  Lifelong Learning Institute is a community-based membership organization 
whose programs provide intellectual stimulation and social interaction.  Membership is open 
to adults who wish to learn in a non-traditional, relaxed environment.  There are no admissions 
requirements, no exams, no grades and no age requirements.  All are welcome to participate.

Important Registration Information: Please read this before registering

REGISTRATION BEGINS IMMEDIATELY.
Registration for study and interest groups will be on a first come/first serve basis

SPRING 2014 CALENDAR PLEASE SAVE THESE DATES
Open House: Tuesday, January 21 at 1:00 PM (Snow date: Tuesday, January 28)
Westport Public Library, 408 Old Country Road, Westport, MA

Registration Deadline: February 7, 2014

Classes Begin: Tuesday, February 18, 2014

Beverly Stevens, Director
UMass Dartmouth Extension

139 South Main St.
Fall River, MA 02721

508-677-4694
Email: office@secondhalflli.org
Website: www.secondhalflli.org

IMPORTANT REGISTRATION INFORMATION
PLEASE READ THIS BEFORE REGISTERING

REGISTRATION FOR ALL CLASSES IS ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS.  The 
spring catalog and a registration form are available on the Second Half website with the option 
of paying by credit card through PayPal.  Detailed instructions are available on the web site, 
www.secondhalflli.org 



Important Registration Information: Please read this before registering

REGISTRATION BEGINS IMMEDIATELY.
Registration for study and interest groups will be on a first come/first serve basis

LIMITS ON CLASS SIZE
Limits on enrollment have been placed on some study groups 
either by the facilitator or by the space available. Please note the 
restrictions in the catalog descriptions.

REGISTRATIONS ARE PROCESSED ON A FIRST COME, 
FIRST SERVED BASIS. 
Once a class is filled, a waiting list will be established. If there 
are openings in the class due to cancellations, members will be 
contacted in order in which their names appear on the waiting 
list. (Registration forms are date stamped as they arrive.)

ALTERNATE COURSES
The registration form asks members to identify alternative choices 
if they do NOT get into their initial choices. Choosing an 
alternative will not prevent a member who is on a waiting list 
from being contacted should a space become available.

PRIORITY REGISTRATION
If you did not get into a study group during the Fall 2013 
semester and wish to enroll in that same study group in the 
Spring semester, there is a place on the registration form for 
you to check and you will be given priority for that course.  This 
will prevent someone from being excluded from a class two 
semesters in a row.  YOU MUST SUBMIT YOUR REQUEST FOR 
PRIORITY BY JANUARY 21.

PARKING PASS PROCESS FOR PEARL ST. GARAGE, FALL 
RIVER
The parking fee is $36. You may now include the cost of the 
parking pass with your registration fee.  Please check the box for 
the parking fee and include $36 with your payment.  The parking 
permit will be sent to you in your registration confirmation 
packet.  

Directions to the garage:  From South Main St., Fall River (next 
to 139 So. Main), take Anawan St. Take the first left onto Pearl St. 
The garage entrance is on the right.

MEMBERSHIP PRIVILEGES
In addition to being eligible to sign up for study groups, 
membership in TSH also includes receipt of The Good Times, 
the TSH newsletter, the monthly bulletin, News and Notes, 
participation in field trips and other social events. Members 
also vote for the Board of Directors of TSH at the Annual 
Meeting held in May, and receive all TSH mailings/emails. The 
TSH membership card which is handed out at the start of classes 
also entitles you to a discount at Arpeggio’s Restaurant at 139 
South Main St., Fall River.

REGISTRATION CANCELLATION AND COURSE CHANGES
If a person withdraws from all classes before the end of the first 
week of classes, s/he will get a full tuition refund and will be 
assessed a $15 processing fee. The membership fee will not be 
refunded.  If you register for a course and find that it does not 
meet your expectations, you may request a change to another 
course.  All changes must receive prior approval by the Director 
and must be completed by the end of the first week of classes.

REASONS FOR CLASS CANCELLATIONS
Courses with an enrollment of fewer than five or fewer than the 
number listed by the facilitator in the course description will 
be cancelled.  Since we rent space from UMass Dartmouth, we 
must follow their inclement weather policy which is: In case of
inclement weather, if UMass Dartmouth is closed, TSH will 
be closed. If UMD delays its opening, the same length of delay 
applies to TSH.  If there is bad weather during the day, the 
facilitator will make the decision whether or not to hold the class, 
and the enrollees will be notified by phone or email.

GENTLE REMINDERS

Please read the course descriptions carefully because the 
classes vary in number of sessions, the length of each session, 
the start date and the location.

Please list your selections by course number—not the course 
name.

You must be a member of The Second Half in order to take 
courses. The membership fee is $25 (September 1, 2013-
August 31, 2014). If you were NOT a member in Fall 2013, 
you must become a member.  If you WERE a member in Fall 
2013, do NOT pay the membership fee again.

Please make a copy of your registration form before sending 
it in.

Tuition is $120 for up to two courses and $30 for each 
additional course. The registration deadline is February 7, 
2014. Registrations received after the deadline are subject to 
availability.

Please make your check out to:  The Second Half. On-line 
payment is available on our website www.secondhalflli.org. 
Credit card payments will be accepted through PayPal.
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701 From Your Backyard to Andromeda—an Evening Stroll through 
the Universe
Mondays 9:30-11:30 a.m.—Ten weeks
Feb. 24, Mar. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Apr. 7, 14, 28, May 5 

When we look at the night sky, we get very little information from 
what we see.  It’s the information we bring to what we see that makes 
the experience fulfilling. This study group will help participants 
enjoy the night sky by taking them from their backyards, through the 
Solar System, out into the Milky Way galaxy, and beyond—all while 
sitting in the classroom.  Optional evening viewing sessions at Driftway 
Observatory will also be offered for participants interested in viewing 
the night sky using the naked eye and/or binoculars. 

Class size: minimum: 10; maximum: 20

Location:  Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitators: Greg Stone is a free-lance science writer whose articles 
on astronomy have appeared in publications including The New 
York Times, Popular Science, and Yankee Magazine. He has been an 
amateur astronomer for over half a century, has created an astronomy 
web site for beginning observers, and has taught courses on 
observational astronomy at the Westport Council on Aging.
Brenda Stone is a retired school psychologist and teacher who has been 
observing with Greg for more than fifty years and has assisted him in 
his writing and teaching.

702 Paris: Ville Lumiere
Mondays Noon-2:00 p.m.—Eight weeks
Feb. 24, Mar. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Apr. 7, 14

Want to know how the Conciergerie got its name, or what periods 
of art you’ll find in the Musee de Louvre versus the Musee d’Orsay?  
Like to learn a little more about Louis the Lazy, or save yourself the 
embarrassment of going into a charcuterie to buy candy, or a boulangerie 
to buy cheese?  Paris, the City of Lights, is the most visited city in 
the world, for good reason.  It’s never boring, always exciting—no 
matter how many times one visits.  Come and travel with us through 
film, slides and songs to this remarkable city.  
Together we will: 
	 •		Experience	the	beauty	of	the	city	through	class	“visits”	to	
     a number of its important sites and neighborhoods.
	 •	 Discover	 through	 selected	 topics	 such	 as	 architecture,	
      literary trends, art movements, and others, why the city has 
     evolved into one of the world’s major cultural centers.
	 •	 	 Review	 the	 social	 and	 political	 history	 of	 the	 city	 down	
      through the ages.
	 •	 	 Learn	 some	 basic	 French	 helpful	 to	 getting	 around	 the	
    city.  A prior knowledge of the French language is not 
      required.

Class size: minimum: 15; maximum: 30

Location:  Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitators:  Lorraine Carey holds an MA in French Language and 
Literature from Boston College and taught French for over thirty years 
at Ashland High School where she was Foreign Language Department 
Chairperson.  Russ Carey holds an MBA in Finance and is a wannabe 
history buff.
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703  Intermediate Bridge
Tuesdays 9:00-11:30 a.m.—Ten weeks
February 18, 25, Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25, Apr. 1, 8, 15, 22

Intermediate knowledge is required for this class including evaluating 
the hand and bridge terminology. The focus of this class will be on 
competitive bidding and may include: Pre-emptive Open Bids, 
Overcalls, Takeout Doubles, and the Competitive Auction. Additionally,
popular conventions commonly used in bridge, such as the Stayman 
Convention, Jacoby Transfers, Strong Opening Bids, the 
Blackwood and Gerber conventions and slam bidding will also be 
addressed. 

Class size: maximum: 22

Location:  Bay View, 4380 North Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: Cris Ghilarducci is a veteran bridge player and has taught 
bridge for The Second Half for several years.

704 The Art and Science of Digital Photography
Tuesdays 9:30-11:30 a.m.—Six weeks
Apr. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, May 6

This study group will begin by exploring photography from an 
artistic point of view by looking at examples of some of the best 
photography from the past century including work by Alfred 
Steiglitz, Aaron Siskind, Dorothea Lange, Cartier-Bresson, and 
Ansel Adams.  We will use this work to learn about the effect of 
light on subjects and the medium and to inform our own sense of 
composition and style.  The second hour of each session will then 
focus on the mechanics of digital cameras with an opportunity to 
learn how to operate your own camera.  As the class progresses, 
students will take pictures in the downtown area and then 
return to the class to share them with the other students as a learning 
experience.  The final sessions will focus on the use of photo 
enhancing computer software to bring the best out in each picture.  
Students will have to have their own digital camera and access to a 
laptop or desktop computer.  

Class size: maximum: 12

Location:  Room 203, 139 South Main St., Fall River

Facilitator:  David Weed has been an avid photographer since 1960.  
He has taken course work in college and learned PhotoShop in 
subsequent courses.  He has exhibited his work at the Cherry & 
Webb gallery and the staircase gallery at the Fall River Government 
Center. His photos frequently appear in the Fall River Spirit 
newspaper and, occasionally, in the Herald News.

705  Hand Applique
Tuesdays 9:30-11:30 a.m.—Six weeks
Apr. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, May 6

This class will give the beginning quilter exposure to the possibilities 
of appliqué.  In addition to covering hand appliqué techniques, fabric 
selection and preparation will be discussed.  In the class an appliquéd 
20”	x	30”	“Wildflowers	Trillium”	quilt	top	will	be	made.		Pattern	and/or	
kit is available for a nominal fee.  In addition, any quilting related topics 
of interest to the class will be discussed.  

Class size: maximum: 10

Location:  Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: Susan Butz-Cook’s passion for color and quilts has evolved 
from early pursuits in the textile arts combined with a degree in 
Textiles from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

706  Shakespeare’s Women
Tuesdays Noon-2:00 p.m.—Six weeks
Feb. 18, 25, Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25

Shakespearean plays are extraordinary in their language, themes, 
complexity, and depth of feeling.  There are many ways to approach 
each play; this course will spend time reading about and discussing 
the	women	in	three	of	Shakespeare’s	best	known	tragedies:	“Hamlet”,	
“Macbeth”	 and	 “Romeo	 and	 Juliet”.	 	 Discussion	 will	 focus	 on	
Shakespeare’s attitude toward women in these three plays and how 
the plays differ in their presentation of the relationship between these 
women and the men in their lives.  For example, many people think 
of Lady Macbeth as the controlling force in the play.  The women in 
“Hamlet”	seem	manipulated	by	 the	men	in	 their	 lives.	 	 Juliet,	on	the	
other hand, is Romeo’s partner.  Yet all these women end up dying at 
the end of the play, in most cases committing suicide. There are no 
right or wrong answers in this type of discussion, but the conversation 
will be worth the effort.  

Class size: maximum: 20

Location: Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: Susan Richard is a retired English teacher and Department 
Head who spent 35 years working with high school students.  She has 
spent many years enjoying and discussing these plays but really looks 
forward to hearing the insights of adults!
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707  Dinner’s at 6.  OMG! It’s 5:30!
Tuesdays Noon-2:00 p.m.—Six weeks
April 22, 29, May 6, 13, 20, 27

This six week course will focus on meals that can be prepared in thirty 
minutes. These will include such classes as 30-minute veggie meals, 
30-minute soups, 30-minute desserts, etc. Each week a guest chef 
will prepare food that will be shared with the students.  By popular 
demand, Mike Melo from M & C Catering and John (Jay) Mendes from 
the Berkley school system each promise to conduct one of the classes. 
There is a $25 surcharge to pay for the food the chefs prepare.  The 
recipes are at the discretion of the chefs.  Folks considering taking this 
course should be aware that the menus might contain nuts, cheeses, 
seafood and other ingredients to which they may be allergic.  

Class size: maximum: 20

Location: Dartmouth Building Supply Kitchen Showroom, 654 State 
Rd. (Rt. 6), Dartmouth

Facilitator: Marge Ghilarducci loves to cook and appreciates delicious 
and interesting food. 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS, SPRING 2014 - TUESDAY

The Second Half: Lifelong Learning Institute

708  Five Women Artists—Modern to Contemporary
Tuesdays Noon-2:00 p.m.—Five weeks
Apr. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

We will look at some of the works of Berte Morisot (1841-1895), 
Mary Cassatt (1845-1926), Georgia O’Keefe (1887-1986), Helen 
Frankenthaler (1928-2011), and Barbara Kruger (1945-).

Requirements: Crayons stripped of paper; candle, sketching pencils, 
water color set and brush, water color paper (9’x12’ or greater with 
at least 10-15 sheets per packet), glossy magazine covers, magnifying 
glass, ruler and scissors.  The crayons, sketching pencils, and candles 
will be the requirements for the first two classes.

Some of the Content: For Berte Morisot we’ll sketch the face of an 
adult woman and then use crayons, melted or dry. Crayons and 
pencils will also be used for the lesson on Cassatt, and in that lesson 
we’ll sketch the face of a child as well as that of a child’s profile.  For 
O’Keefe and Frankenthaler we’ll use water colors and water color paper 
and sketching pencils, and we’ll be working on techniques of ‘value’ 
and ‘color field painting’ respectively.  We’ll finish with Kruger and 
consider ‘feminist’ critiques of both male-dominated media and 
current events where we’ll do collage-like works focusing on strong 
statements and visuals.  How art forms have changed!

Location: Room 208, 139 South Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: Ned Daniels has been an educator, administrator, author, 
lecturer and consultant.  His interests in art began as an undergraduate 
at Fitchburg State College and grew from there.  Besides art courses 
he has also been to many of the major museums in North America, 
Europe and Asia. He has studied at the University of Paris, the 
Sorbonne, and holds degrees from Fitchburg, Framingham State, and 
Boston University.

709  The ‘Funky Five’
Tuesdays Noon-2:00 p.m.—Five weeks
May 6, 13, 20, 27, June 3

The styles and techniques for the focus of this set of workshops will 
vary greatly!  We’ll look at Edvard Munch (1863-1944) who painted 
‘The Scream’, Josef Albers (1888-1976) and the magic of colors, 
Pop Art (the 50’s and 60’s), and doing some ‘commercial art’, Jasper 
Johns (1930- ) where we’ll take ‘everything common’ and do 
something very different with it, and, finally, Frank Stella’s (1936- ) hard 
edge painting.

Requirements: Crayons, scissors, colored pencils or colored 
markers, ruler, three pieces of cardboard which can vary in size from 
2’	x	2’	to	8”x10”	and	any	sizes	in	between,	a	razor	blade	with	holder,	a	
compass (to hold a pencil, NOT to determine direction—although we 
all need that), and a protractor.

Some of the content: We’ll look at not only ‘The Scream’ and how 
you’ll scream when you see what ‘The Scream’ got at auction in 
2013, but also other works of Munch, and we’ll use crayons in 
different ways to capture the essence of his style.  With Albers, we’ll 
learn and then apply what he discovered about the impact of colors, 
one color to another as well as on the viewer.  Pop Art will have us 
doing 3-D drawings using ‘pithy’ works of that era as well as looking 
at some of the great Pop artists.  Johns will have us work in a 
3-dimensional design approach where the cardboard and 
colors will be applied to form a work he might have done! With 
Stella we’ll work in a very tight, structured fashion using the compass, 
protractor, ruler and crayons.  Again, how art forms have changed!

Location:  Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: Ned Daniels has been an educator, administrator, 
author, lecturer and consultant.  His interests in art began as an 
undergraduate at Fitchburg State College and grew from there.  
Besides art courses he has also been to many of the major 
museums in North America, Europe and Asia.  He has studied at the 
University of Paris, the Sorbonne, and holds degrees from
Fitchburg, Framingham State, and Boston University.
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710  World Religions:  Origins and Dissemination
Tuesdays 2:30-4:30 p.m.—Seven weeks
Feb. 18, 25, Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25, Apr. 1

This course deals with the origins and spread of the world’s major 
religions, using Huston Smith’s, The World’s Religions, as the common 
text. Smith’s popular work may be supplemented with other readings 
from the facilitator and the participants.  The special focus in this study 
group is on the dissemination of major religions.  World religions 
have spread variously from their places of origin through missionary 
efforts, trade, migration, and conquest.  We will consider the motivations 
and methods of dissemination as well as the effects on the religions 
themselves as they become established in other lands and cultures. I 
recommend purchase of the 50th Anniversary edition of the Smith text, 
though earlier editions are acceptable.  Please read chapters I (Point of 
Departure) and IX (Primal Religions) as well as the introductory material 
(Preface, etc.) prior to the first session.

Location:  Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River
Facilitator: Dr. Fred Gifun is Professor Emeritus of History from 
UMass Dartmouth.  During his thirty years at the University, he taught 
courses in Latin American and World History, in addition to World
Religions, at both the undergraduate and graduate level. Since his 
retirement in 2002, Dr. Gifun has focused his research and writing 
primarily on local history, and his teaching on various aspects of world 
religions.

711  Best American Short Stories
Tuesdays 2:30-4:30 p.m.—Six weeks
Apr. 22, 29, May 6, 13, 20, 27

This course will study the art of the modern short story, examining both 
content and style, and  using as a text, The Best American Short Stories 
2013, Elizabeth Stout, Editor, Heidi Pitlor, Series Editor (Mariner). 
The Best American series is the premier annual showcase for North 
American short fiction.  The series editor selects about a hundred 
notable works from hundreds of magazines, journals and websites.  A 
special guest editor, a leading writer, then picks the finalists—the best 
twenty from that group—to publish.  Among the 2013 finalists are 
stories from Alice Munro, George Saunders, Steven Millhauser, Junot 
Diaz, Gish Jen, Lorrie Moore and Jim Shepard.  The special guest editor 
for this edition is Elizabeth Strout, the prize-winning and best-selling 
author of The Burgess Boys and Olive Kittredge.  

Class size: maximum: 30

Location:  Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitators: James Cronin and Margot Green. James is a retired judge 
with an undergraduate degree in English from Harvard University 
and recent continuing education courses in literature and creative 
writing from Brown University, Harvard Extension School and 
Frequency Writers. Margot is an adjunct professor at Bristol 
Community College in the English Department.  She has a BA and an 
MA in English from Simmons College, a certificate in creative writing 
from the Radcliff Institute and a MA in teaching from UMass 
Dartmouth.  Both facilitators have  previously offered study groups in 
the short story for The Second Half.
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712  Rome:  The Glory and Its Secrets
Wednesdays 9:00-11:00 a.m.—Seven weeks
Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26, Apr. 2, 9, 16

In this course, we will pursue the glory and the hidden secrets of one of 
the world’s oldest cities, Rome, Italy.  Topics included in the class will 
be:  the building of St. Peter’s in the 16th century; the Necropolis under 
St. Peter’s; the Tombs of the Popes; women buried in St. Peter’s, the 
Arch of Titus and the Jewish people; the Roman Forum and Coloseum; 
the Sistine Chapel and Michelangelo; churches you must see, the 
Catacombs. If enough interest is generated, Jim McNamee, the 
facilitator, would love to escort a trip to Italy and really show the Rome 
he knows best!

Location:  Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 Main Rd., Tiverton, RI

Facilitator: James McNamee has a passion for Rome as well as many 
other subjects. He is a retired educator as Principal and Superintendent 
of Schools for the Diocese of Fall River.  He has been to Rome over 
eight times and lived there for a year.  

713  Early Victorian Britain:  History and Culture
Wednesdays 9:30-11:30 a.m.—Six weeks
Feb. 26, Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26, Apr. 2

This study group aims to provide an historical introduction to the 
making of Victorian society and culture.  During the nineteenth 
century, London became the financial capital of the world economy 
and	a	good	deal	of	Western	culture	acquire	the	label	“Victorian,”	named	
after a British Queen whose power was decorative rather than 
functional.  This society was characterized by the emergence of a mass 
middle class culture in Britain, but, as its name suggests, its aristocracy 
remained very influential, while the working classes created their own 
distinctive mass culture for the first time in history.  It was during the 
first half of the nineteenth century that the consequences of the world’s 
first industrial revolution dramatically altered the economic, social, 
and physical environment.  It was the century that invented Liberalism, 
popular Conservatism and Socialism.  It was also the century when 
slavery was ended and when feminism first developed a popular 
following.  This was the century when Britain presided over a world-wide 
empire, while at the same time it developed an influential system of 
democratic Parliamentary government. The main source for our 
discussions will be the Victorian Web at http://www.victorianweb.org.  
This large refereed website is widely used for teaching, learning and 
research by academics and students and contains a truly impressive 
amount of material for us to choose from, including art, literature, 
non-fiction sources from the period, and modern historical and 
literary commentaries.  Participants will be encouraged to read a few 
short selections before class in preparation for our discussions. We will 
also use Victorian art to illustrate our themes.  We will concentrate 
on early Victorian Britain and emphasize such topics as:  the social 
consequences of the industrial revolution (see also the resources 
on my own website on the industrial revolution in Britain, http://
www.umassd.edu/ir), the historical development of what we call the 
traditional middle class family and middle class culture; Victorian 
women and early feminism; the emergency of Liberalism as a political 
ideology; Victorians and religion; the making of a Victorian working 
class; and the Irish Question and Empire.  

Class size: minimum: 10; maximum: 30.

Location:  Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: Gerard Koot was born in the Netherlands, did his 
undergraduate work at Assumption College in Worcester (the city in 
which he met his wife, Sheila) and did his PhD at SUNY Stony Brook.  
He came to teach at UMass Dartmouth in 1972 and served for many 
years as the Chair of the History department and retired in 2010.  His 
published work is in British history.  
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714  Master and Commander Series, Books 3 & 4 by Patrick O’Brian
Wednesdays 9:30-11:30 a.m.—Six weeks
Apr. 9, 16, 23, 30, May 7, 14

The high adventure continues.  We will address H.M.S. Surprise and 
The Mauritius Comand, books three and four in the Master and 
Commander series. Here we have our two extraordinary characters, 
by this time their capabilities are quite clear.  If you have never read 
O’Brian or, perhaps, just the first book, even some time ago, this 
“5000-page	novel”	will	envelop	you	with	its	descriptions	of	people	and	
places, music and meals, intrigue and humorous innuendo, scenes to 
satisfy the dedicated traveler or the hardiest sailor, crisp dialogue and 
thoughtful journal entries; the natural sciences have their place in nearly 
every chapter; the battles described are based on real events, and so are 
the major characters.  This is fine writing and literary fun at its best.  
Treat yourself!

Location:  Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: Harris Gruber spent most of his youth and his entire 
working life on the waterfront, including four years in the U.S. Navy.  
Always, there was coastal voyaging and harbor exploration.

716  The Best of Alfred Hitchcock
Wednesdays Noon-2:00 p.m.—Seven weeks
Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26, Apr. 2, 9, 16

This seven week course will highlight the best and greatest of 
Hitchcock’s movies. We will also learn about his life through an 
interview with Dick Cavett.  We will see Rebecca (1940), an Academy 
Award winning film; I Confess (1953); the movie, Hitchcock (2012); 
Shadow of a Doubt (1943); Dial ‘M’ for Murder (1954)—Grace Kelly’s 
last movie; and Vertigo (1958)—rated the best movie, beating out 
Orson Well’s Citizen Kane. We will discuss the movies in detail.  A truly 
enjoyable class, guaranteed to educate and enlighten those attending 
about the genius of Hitchcock!

Location:  Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 Main Rd., Tiverton, RI

Facilitator: Jim McNamee is a retired educator who lives in New 
Bedford.  He is a former principal and Superintendent of Schools 
for the Diocese of Fall River.  He is the President of the Board of The 
Second Half and has been a participant and facilitator for many courses.

715  Southcoast Gardening:  What’s Growing?!
Wednesdays 9:30-11:30 a.m.—Six weeks
May 7, 14, 21, 28, June 4, 11

Join us to investigate and explore what’s growing on the Southcoast.  
We will visit nurseries, garden centers, community gardens, private 
gardens and local growers to see and hear what and how they grow 
their flowers, trees, bushes, and/or vegetables.  The first meeting will be 
at Jennifer Brindisi’s home, 242 Smith Neck Rd., So. Dartmouth.

Class size: maximum: 15.

Location:  Various gardens, the first class to be at Jennifer’s home, 242 
Smith Neck Rd., Dartmouth

Facilitators: Lee Wheeler and Jennifer Brindisi are both members of 
the Garden Club of Buzzards Bay, the Dartmouth National Resources 
Trust and are lifelong gardeners with a deep interest in the environment. 
Lee is a Master Gardener and Jennifer is a retired Biology and 
Environmental Science teacher. Together they will share their 
knowledge and experience to help you resolve your gardening issues.

717  Book Club for Mind and Soul
Wednesdays Noon-2:00 p.m.—Five weeks
Group 1: Feb. 19, Mar. 5, 19, Apr. 2, 16
Group 2: Feb. 26, Mar. 12, 26, Apr. 9, 23

This group is an opportunity for people who love to read and who love 
to talk about what they have read in spirited, respectful and heady 
discussions. The facilitator provides study guides for each book to 
focus the conversations. The books for this semester are:  
 1.  Beautiful Ruins by Jess Walter
 2.  Burgess Boys by Elizabeth Strout
 3.  Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline 
 4.  Lookaway, Lookaway by Wilton Barnhardt 
 5.  Reconstructing Amelia by Kimberly McCreight.  
Participants are expected to have read Beautiful Ruins before the first 
class.  

Class size: maximum: 11 per group

Location:  Westport Council on Aging, 75 Reed Rd., Westport

Facilitator: Elaine Oliveira majored in English and taught English 
as a Second Language in local elementary schools and at Bristol 
Community College. She has been leading this book group for The 
Second Half for many years.
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718  Conversational Spanish
Wednesdays Noon-2:00 p.m.—Ten weeks
Apr. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, May 7, 14, 21, 28, June 4

This ongoing study group focuses on developing conversational skills 
and increasing familiarity with the Spanish language through class 
discussion and group exercises.  Spanish is Fun (Book 2) is used as 
a reference text.  Spanish music and Spanish movies are also used as 
learning tools.  For new members, some prior basic knowledge of 
Spanish is required.  If in doubt about readiness for this study group, 
the facilitator can be contacted. 

Class size: minimum: 6

Location:  Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: Mariano Merino is a native of Spain. He did graduate 
studies in Madrid.  He has also done graduate programs at Boston 
University and Rhode Island College.  He has worked in the field of 
social services and mental health.

719  Just Hot Air?  The Underlying Science, the Deniers, and the 
Likely Consequences of Global Warming
Wednesdays 2:30-4:30 p.m.—Eight weeks
Feb. 19, 26, Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26, Apr. 2, 9

The vast majority of climate scientists as well as national scientific 
organizations have concluded that anthropogenic global warming 
is occurring and will give rise to consequences that are likely to be 
deleterious.  Nevertheless, very vocal contrarians have denied these 
conclusions.  This study group, for which neither a science or a math 
background is needed, will use a wide-ranging review of climate 
science to show why the deniers’ claims are wrong and the climatologists’ 
conclusions are correct.  The emphasis will be on what is known 
about the earth’s past and current climates and their changes, and 
how this knowledge has been obtained and interpreted.  The likely 
consequences of various global warming scenarios will be examined, 
along with steps that might help to mitigate them.  Planned format:  six 
two-hour lectures followed by two two-hour seminar style discussions 
of Burton Richter’s book Beyond Smoke and Mirrors, which attendees 
are urged to read.

Location:  Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitator:  Frank Levin, a retired Brown University Physics Professor, 
has led a variety of Second Half study groups on science plus one 
on math concepts, all for persons with neither a math or a science 
background.  He has had letters and opinion pieces on global warming 
and its deniers published in RI newspapers and has previously taught 
life-long learning courses on global warming at the Circle of Scholars 
in Newport, RI.
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720  Beginner Bridge
Thursdays 9:00-11:30 a.m.—Ten weeks
Feb. 20, 27, Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27, Apr. 3, 10, 17, 24

A basic introduction to the game: introduction to bridge terminology, 
evaluating your hand (HCP), what is a trick, elementary bidding and 
elementary play of the hand, preliminary scoring (contract bridge).  
We will cover No Trump, Major and Minor Suit Opening Bids and 
responding to these bids.  We work with Basic Bridge 1: An Introduction 
by Audrey Grant.  

Class size: maximum: 20

Location:  Bay View, 4380 North Main St., Fall River

Facilitators:  Cris Ghilarducci, Joe Cote and Salma Jabbour are veteran 
bridge players and have taught bridge for The Second Half for several 
years.

721 Long Goodbyes, Lonely Places, Private Eyes and Paranoia:  
Quintessential Film Noir
Thursdays 9:00-11:30 a.m.—Six weeks
May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, June 5

Between 1940 and 1960 over one hundred American films were 
produced that can be termed Film Noir; literally black or dark films.  
This seminar will continue the exploration of American Film Noir 
by screening six films from the classic Noir period. We will explore 
private eyes and desperate characters featuring actors ranging from 
Humphrey Bogart to Robert Mitchum all in an effort to better 
understand the Noir style and its influence on modern cinema. 

Class size: minimum: 10; maximum: 40

Location:  Sakonnet Bay Manor, 1215 Main Rd., Tiverton, RI

Facilitator:  Sam Jernigan is a movie enthusiast who spent a significant 
amount of time in his early years in a projection booth with his father, 
a movie projectionist.  He has followed film development over the years 
and led a seminar for The Second Half on Film Noir in the fall.  In 
addition he has facilitated five courses on Noir in Newport, RI.

722  Knitting for Fun
Thursdays 9:30-11:30 a.m.—Eight weeks
Feb. 20, 27, Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27, Apr. 3, 10

Beginner, intermediate and accomplished knitters are welcome. Yarn 
is available for small projects.  If you want to work on a larger project, 
you should bring your own pattern, yarn and needles.  Learn to knit or 
to improve your knitting skills.  

Class size: maximum: 10

Location: Westport Council on Aging, 75 Reed Rd., Westport

Facilitator: Gertrude Vigeant is an accomplished knitter who also 
teaches knitting for the Westport Council on Aging.



COURSE DESCRIPTIONS, SPRING 2014 - WEDNESDAY/THURSDAY

The Second Half: Lifelong Learning Institute

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS, SPRING 2014 - THURSDAY

The Second Half: Lifelong Learning Institute

723  Reiki I (Energy Healing)
Thursdays 9:30-11:30 a.m.—Five weeks
Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27, Apr. 3

In Reiki I group members will learn the origins and uses of Reiki.  
Participants will received Reiki I attunements to empower themselves 
to channel life-force energy so they will be able to practice Reiki on 
themselves and others. Reiki Energy Medicine by Libby Barnett and 
Maggie Babb is recommended reading. 

Class size: maximum: 6

Location:  Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: Lorraine Stewart is a retired mental health counselor.  She 
utilized Reiki and began teaching Reiki in her practice to empower her 
clients and others.  She has been teaching Reiki since 2000.

725  Pastels for Beginners
Thursdays 9:30-11:30 a.m.—Seven weeks
Mar. 20, 27, Apr. 3, 10, 17, 24, May 1

This interest group is an introduction to the use of pastels.  Students 
will complete at least two art works.  They will learn about the different 
types of pastels, papers and fixatives.  Topics to be covered will include 
still life and copying of photographs.  Students are to provide their own 
pastels, pastel paper, a kneadable eraser, and newspaper for their work 
space.  

Class size: maximum: 10

Location:  Ship’s Watch, 4001 North Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: After retirement, Tina Pacheco’s avocation is art, especially 
pastels.  She has taught in The Second Half before, and she has received 
awards for her displayed art work.

724  The Many Components of Financial Security and Asset 
Protection Planning
Thursdays 9:30-11:30 a.m.—Eight weeks
Apr. 10, 17, 24, May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

This course has been designed to educate and inform retirees regarding 
the many issues that have a financial impact during their retirement 
years.  Albeit well intentioned, the advice we give and/or receive over 
the backyard fence or at family functions and social gatherings can be 
misinformation that can do more harm than good.  The rule of thumb 
is that most planning tools to help us during retirement are good 
for some people and not beneficial for others.  It all depends on the 
specific situation within the family and what one’s personal goals are. 
The	expression	 “you	don’t	 know	what	 you	don’t	 know”	 really	 comes	
into play here.  Typically, when we don’t know the answer to a question, 
we ask.  But what happens when we don’t know the question?  We are 
not	aware	that	a	potential	“retirement”	or	“asset	protection”	roadblock	
even exists.  This course will bring to light the types of mistakes that 
people make, and how to avoid them before it is too late.  There will 
be guest experts regarding:  estate planning, retirement income, tax 
planning, asset protection, legacy planning, long term care strategies, 
and more. 

Class size: maximum: 15

Location: Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: Doug Harvey has been in the field of retirement planning, 
asset protection and retirement income strategies for over twenty years.  
He works along with estate planning attorneys, CPA’s and numerous 
other	professionals	that	have	the	big	picture	of	a	“Complete	Financial	
Security	Plan”	in	mind	for	their	clients.

726 Exploring Poetry as Readers and Writers
Thursdays 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.—Six weeks
Mar. 20, 27, Apr. 3, 10, 17, 24

Exploring Poetry as Readers and Writers is a highly interactive class in 
which every participant has a voice.  We open with all of us sharing a 
favorite poem by way of introduction; each of the sessions will include a 
poem by a well-known poet read aloud and a discussion of its form, the 
poet’s life and other pertinent information will follow.  We encourage 
everyone to write outside of class by the use of prompts, and sharing of 
our work is an important aspect of each class.  If you are looking for a 
supportive environment in which to explore poetry in your life, then 
this class is for you.  We limit the class to 10 for maximum participation 
and meet for six weeks in March and April to benefit from National 
Poetry Month.  We use France Mayes’ The Discovery of Poetry: A Field 
Guide to Reading and Writing Poems as a guide.  Join us in the beautiful 
Mattapoisett Library!

Location: Mattapoisett Free Public Library, 7 Barstow St., Mattapoisett

Facilitators:  BJ Nooth, a retired social worker and long-time member 
of The Second Half, enjoys reading, keeping a journal, free-writing, and 
exploring poetry.  Susan Pizzolato, Library Director in Mattapoisett, 
holds an MFA in Writing (Poetry) from Vermont College, has conducted 
writing workshops in schools and libraries and is a published poet.
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728  Who Do You Think You Are?—Part I (Charting and Organizing 
Your Geneology)
Thursdays Noon-2:00 p.m.—Six weeks
Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27, Apr. 3, 10

This study group is for the novice researcher who needs direction and 
motivation to begin their journey into discovering their family tree 
and its many branches. Discovering one’s ancestors is the goal of this 
class using simple methodologies and approaches. Understanding the 
numerous chart types, Federal census indexes, vital records, newspapers 
and online resources will be the goal of this class. The importance of 
“sourcing	 your	 information”	 will	 be	 addressed.	 Participants	 MUST	
have access to a computer outside the class to do simple online research 
and tutorial.

Location:  Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: David Springer has been researching his family tree for over 
twenty years and has discovered what relatives immigrated from Ireland 
and England and resided in New England.  He has traveled to many 
private and public libraries and researched in Federal and state facilities
 to conduct his research.  Since 2005, he has been an administrator 
on the National Geographic’s DNA Genographic Project which studies 
and traces the migratory patterns of families and individuals who 
arrived from Europe.  He is a passionate researcher who loves to share 
his research experiences.

729  Who Do You Think You Are?—Part II (Expanding and 
Understanding Your Geneology Information)
Thursdays Noon-2:00 p.m.—Six weeks
Apr. 17, 24, May 1, 8, 15, 22

This study group is for intermediate level researchers. The focus of this 
study group is to expand and understand your genealogy information.  
You have all this family tree information—how to evaluate the 
information you have gathered is the focus of this study group.  The 
study group will discuss in depth how to evaluate the following: military 
records, immigration and naturalization records, church records, city 
directories, public tax records, cemeteries, online tutorials and DNA 
testing.  What genealogy software is the most helpful?  When do 
you hire a professional genealogist?  How to store and retrieve your 
research?  Do you digitize your research material?  These questions will 
all be addressed in this class.

Location:  Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: David Springer has been researching his family tree for 
over twenty years and has discovered what relatives immigrated from 
Ireland and England and resided in New England. He has traveled 
to many private and public libraries and researched in Federal and 
state facilities to conduct his research. Since 2005, he has been an 
administrator on the National Geographic’s DNA Genographic Proj-
ect which studies and traces the migratory patterns of families and 
individuals who arrived from Europe. He is a passionate researcher 
who loves to share his research experiences.

730  Bach and the High Baroque, Part I
Thursdays 2:30-4:30 p.m.—Eight weeks
Feb. 20, 27, Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27, Apr. 3, 10

The plan will be to include examples of Bach’s music output in eight 
segments. Each segment will have a 45 minute DVD presentation 
supplemented with information from Grove’s Dictionary of Music 
and Musicians, CD performances and discussion about form and 
composition technique. This class will include the baroque aesthetic, 
fugue, style features of high baroque music, and music examples. The 
main thrust will be on listening and better enjoyment of Bach’s music.

Location: Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: Thom Sargent is Parish Music Director and Organist at St. 
Anthony of Padua Church in New Bedford. He retired in 2000 from 
the Providence, RI, School Department as Music Director at Classical 
High School. His formal education includes degrees in church music 
and music education.

727 Mah Jong for Beginners
Thursdays Noon-2:30 p.m.—Eight weeks
Feb. 20, 27, Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27, Apr. 3, 10

This Mah Jong game is the Chinese game, not the Jewish American 
version. Each game is contained in a box with all the bamboo and 
ivory tiles. It also consists of money, racks and dice.  The facilitator has 
enough boxes with everything needed for twelve. Mah Jong is a non 
competive game. This study group is only for those who are new to 
Mah Jong. 

Class size: maximum: 12 

Location: Westport Public Library, 408 Old County Rd., Westport

Facilitator: Joan Manchester has been playing Mah Jong for ten years 
and loves the game. She enjoys playing with her friends, many of whom 
she has taught the game.
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731 Bach and the High Baroque Part II
Thursdays 2:30-4:30 p.m.—Eight weeks
Apr. 17, 24, May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, Jun. 5

The plan will be to include examples of Bach’s music output in eight 
segments. Each segment will have a 45 minute DVD presentation 
supplemented with information from Grove’s Dictionary of Music 
and Musicians, CD performances, and discussion about form and 
composition technique. This study group will feature the Lutheran 
chorale, chorale prelude, development of the Italian style, and the 
concerto. The main thrust will be on listening and better enjoyment of 
Bach’s music.  Bach and the High Baroque Part 1 is NOT a pre-requisite 
to taking Part 2.

Location: Room 208, 139 So. Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: Thom Sargent is Parish Director and Organist at St. 
Anthony of Padua Church in New Bedford. He retired in 2000 from 
the Providence, RI, School Department as Music Director at Classical 
High School. His formal education includes degrees in church music 
and music education.

732  Handbells for Fun
Fridays 9:30-11:30 a.m.—Ten weeks
Feb. 21, 28, Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28, Apr. 4, 11, 18, 25

The Second Half Handbell Choir is an ongoing group of members who 
enjoy playing music together ringing handbells. New members are 
always welcome. Individual instruction or coaching is available for 
those who are new to this form of musical expression and would like to 
ring handbells as a group.  

Class size: maximum: 14

Location: Bay View, 4380 North Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: Diane Ennis is an experienced teacher, coach and handbell 
ringer. She has facilitated this group for many years.

733  Slightly More Advanced Bridge
Fridays Noon-3:30 p.m.—Ten weeks
Feb. 21, 28, Mar. 7, 14, 21, 28, Apr. 4, 11, 25, May 2

This class will decide which of the following will be presented:  
Two-Over-One Game Force, Michaels Cuebid, Various Doubles, Slam 
bidding Overcalls, or other conventions such as Puppet Stayman, Texas 
Transfer, Splinter Bids, Jacoby 2NT, etc. The topic of the day will be 
presented for about half an hour followed by playing 16-21 boards of 
duplicate bridge. Several of the duplicate bridge boards are usually 
set up to practice the topic of the day.  It is helpful, but not necessary, 
to have a steady partner (interpret that as you will). There is always 
someone present needing a partner. During the course of the afternoon 
play, we will practice duplicate scoring, bidding with the score in mind, 
and envisioning the shape of your opponents’ hands. 

Class size: maximum: 32

Location: Bay View, 4380 North Main St., Fall River

Facilitator: Al Humphrey is retired from a career in computers. He 
has revived his interest in bridge and has been facilitating this class for 
several years.  He plays bridge two or three times a week.

THURSDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY

734  Learn Portuguese by the Best Means Possible:  Music, Art & 
Gastronomy
Saturdays 9:30-11:30 a.m.—Six weeks
Feb. 22, Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

This course will focus on creating the beginner competency level in 
all four literacy skills (reading, writing, speaking, and listening) in 
Portuguese.  In addition, to gain a more profound understanding of 
Portuguese culture, we will examine and utilize the wealth of resources 
available to us right here in our area.  What better way to learn a new 
language than with the incorporation of music, art and gastronomy.  
Yes, there will be food!  

Class size: maximum: 20

Location: To Be Determined

Facilitator: Stacy Rodrigues-Botelho holds a BA in Portuguese and 
Spanish from UMass Dartmouth. Her undergraduate studies included 
studying abroad in Lisbon, Portugal, and Salamanca, Spain. She has 
taught Portuguese and, periodically, Spanish for the past thirteen years 
in Fall River, Dartmouth, Freetown-Lakeville, and Falmouth.



The Second Half: Lifelong Learning Institute



THE SECOND HALF: LIFELONG LEARNING INSTITUTE
REGISTRATION FORM - SPRING 2014

The Second Half: Lifelong Learning Institute

Name

Address

Home Phone

Cell Phone

City/State/Zip

Email

Emergency Contact: Name Phone

COURSE SELECTIONS  Enter course numbers in order of preference.
(Please do not use the name of the course; use the number listed next to the course name.)

1st Choice REGISTRATIONS ARE HANDLED ON A FIRST COME/FIRST SERVE BASIS
Registration deadline is February 7, 2014.  Registration forms received 
after Feb. 7 are subject to class availability.2nd Choice

3rd Choice

4th Choice

#_ _ _

#_ _ _

#_ _ _

#_ _ _

If you registered for a course in the Fall 2013 and did not get in because the
course was overenrolled, and if the SAME course is being offered this semester,
you will have priority for that course this semester.

I request priority for course # _ _ _ .  Requests for priority must be made by January 21, 2014.

If you do not get into one of the classes listed above, indicate an alternate choice:

Alternate Choice #_ _ _

#_ _ _Alternate Choice

RENUMERATION

$25 Membership Dues 2013-2014   IF YOU WERE A MEMBER IN FALL 2013, DO NOT PAY AGAIN.

$120 Tuition (for up to two courses)

$_____ Tuition for each additional course ($ 30/course)

$ 36 Fee for parking pass for Spring 2014 semester

I am a Facilitator (My tuition fee is waived.)

Total  Please make checks payable to: The Second Half and mail to Director, The Second Half, 139 So. Main St., 
Fall River, MA 02721
Total amount charged through PayPal

$

$
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Tuesday, January 21 at 1:00 PM 
(Snow date: Tuesday, January 28)

Westport Public Library
408 Old Country Road, Westport, MA

SPRING OPEN HOUSE

Learn more about the courses we offer and get the 
chance to meet the facilitators.

No tests or grades - just stimulating learning 
in a relaxed atmosphere.

Or Current Resident


